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MEDIA ADVISORY: 

GENENTECH DONATES MORE THAN $21 MILLION TO INDEPENDENT PUBLIC CHARITIES TO SUPPORT PATIENT 

CO-PAY ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS 

SOUTH SAN FRANCISCO, Calif. – February 1, 2006 – Genentech, Inc. today announced that it recently donated more than $21 million to various, independent, non-profit public charities that will provide financial assistance to eligible patients who cannot access the treatment they need due to out-of pocket costs.  The donations will support patients with a number of diseases, regardless of the therapy they are receiving.

“Genentech is committed to delivering novel therapies that address the significant unmet medical needs of patients,” said Susan Desmond-Hellmann, M.D., M.P.H., Genentech's president, product development.  “At the same time, we recognize the potential financial burdens that patients may experience in gaining access to necessary health care services.  We believe this donation to public charities, along with the Genentech® Access to Care Foundation, will further assist patients so that their financial situations do not prevent them from accessing necessary health care services.”  

The Genentech Access to Care Foundation (GATCF) helps eligible, uninsured patients gain access to Genentech products.  In 2005, GATCF provided over 18,000 patients with approximately $200 million of free product.    

Patients who are interested in receiving additional information and potential support from the public charities can call our Single Point of Contact (SPOC) group at 888-249-4918 or go to www.SPOConline.com. Patients who call this number will have the opportunity to speak with an Alternative Funding Specialist from SPOC who can provide information about independent public charities that will be able to provide co-pay assistance to eligible patients.

About SPOC

SPOC provides one-stop access to a broad array of reimbursement information, support and services for patients so that they can focus on treatment.  In addition to providing information about co-pay assistance through independent public charities, Genentech’s SPOC representatives can also help patients with:

· assistance with common reimbursement challenges

· consulting services for insurance appeals and coverage denials

· referrals to the Genentech Access to Care Foundation for uninsured patients 

About Genentech
Genentech is a leading biotechnology company that discovers, develops, manufactures and commercializes biotherapeutics for significant unmet medical needs. A considerable number of the currently approved biotechnology products originated from or are based on Genentech science. Genentech manufactures and commercializes multiple biotechnology products and licenses several additional products to other companies. The company has headquarters in South San Francisco, California and is listed on the New York Stock Exchange under the symbol DNA. For additional information about the company, please visit http://www.gene.com.
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