
California Tobacco
Control Atliance

SrarnnnrcNT oF Supponr axo ExooRSEMENT
Senate Biil 576 (Ortiz)

we' the undersigned' support sP 5-7g (ortiz) requiring comprehensive tobacco cessation benefits in all california health insuranceproducts' we believe this is a vital elernent io ui-aaoIa to catirorniat sliccersrut tobacco conrrol programs,
The Problem
For more than a decade' prevention and education programs have changed the social norm around smoking in california. As aresult' smoking is less acceptable, less accessibl. 

L9^r.19 oesirabte. oErpite catirornia,s row prevalence rate in comparison to therest of the country, one in eight smokers lives in cr]if";; 
.ih#t;#;. of smokers in catiromia making a quit atremptincreased from25o/o in 19901o il'5%oin 1999- unfortT?t.ly,tti* rii.rip" have not red ro an increased rate of successful

H'I;:i; o:il* 
'n" relatively flat smoking p,ruul"n.r, it is ciear that a new strategy is needed to herp rhe state,s four mlrion

The Solution
More reliable access to tobacco dependence treatments - medications and behaviorar treatment programs - is criticar for smokersto be successful in quitting' eltnougtr more than i0% of smokers visila physician ar least once a year, onry 3ro/oof californiasmokers report that thev received advice to quit ani ;;fb;;r ;;;rj;il;r;" so fiom their hearth'care provider. without suppo,or health care services' l11s-tery s:tcce:s ratesfor smokers attempfiig-tli'quit are only about 5o%. Treating tobacco dependence
m"!fi:" 

deemed the "gold itandard" of preventive interventions - u,io .un be provided for as little as $.25 per member/per

il[:;*T:1il*ilth 
insurance companies collaborate to cover uniform cessarion benefits in standard health insurance

' 
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plaving field and eliminating disincenrives ror one pran to invest in preventivc care
e Health professionals benefit by being able to reliably deliver and recommend effective, evidence-based treatments to allpatients, across all health insurance Jarriers,
r Smokers benefit by having access to treatments.that significantry improve their success quit anempts; ando All health care consumers in Catifornia benefit by savi-ng ron"y uniruving lives when more smokers quit.

Therefore' we endorse the efforts to increase access to tobacco cessation services. count on our organization to: (please check allthat apply)

Authorize the use of our name and rogo as a co-sponsor of the mandate regislation.
Write a letter of support to the legislative committee hearing the bill.
Share information about the need for universal coverage of tobacco dependence treatment in communications to ourmembers including newsretters, emair arerts, electronii updates, meeting materials, etc.
Share our membership mailing lists with the AIliance.
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Atliance^to mobitize our members to rake action as parr of rhe campaign.
Provide spokespersons for the campaign in the following locations;

Printed Name and Title

3anization (as it should
,D. Llnv l (;

in printed materials

Pleasefax completedform to Ann Gourd at 916.447.6931, Thank vou!


