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April 19, 2005

Senior Dianne Feinstein
c/o Guille-rmo Gonzalez, Deputy State Director
Via Fax: 310-914-7318

[T"tiiJ-"J[Js 
& Slgning on to the tetter written to President Bush by congressman Zach wamp (R-TN) and Arbert

Dear Senator Feinstein:

since 1990' the Medical oncology Association of southern cdifor|ia ({-oAsc) is an advocate for, protects, and advances theinterests of cancer patienb and-tileir truutrng phy;ani in provioing 
'ereaivd 

uno Gt" of the art cancer care.
The Medicare ModemizationA1l9'1t.t1 the overpay-ment to cancer care professionars for drugs covered under Medicare part B,however these lowered reimbursement rates went too far. Using tt'u c*".ileni-i.iornt oitity office Report, the cancer community
:l|iJi:nt Affi#l*actual, 

current ueolcaieieimuirsement rates and found that the averase costs ior cancer druss now

The change to a market-based drug reimbursement system temporarily increased funding for underpaid cancer care servtces in
i.1ff;,?ilJili?iii"''[Tffi[[;j"%ffi:;,ilj:*G;reased in zocjs. n.iu-u,.u *rtain cancer ci,e se*iius not adequatery

l-,:i[?:lt'.11il:iljig:f#:H:s' 
private insurers will be rerormins their own cancer reimbursement rates startins in rury to

To augment the lost Medicare funding, the centers for Medicare and Medicaid services (cMs) created a g300 million symptomassessment demonstration p|.-ol"* fo.t 2005' Therefore, a physician ruy nr" 
" 

N.oi..ie reimbursement claim for physician services ifhe or she documenE that the patient was asreo anJ iieiied for pain, ,iurrui, u"alo, ratigue reiaiJ io ..r."iir!.,rent. However,this one-vear demonstrauon project will eno ln ioof anJMedicare rrl.'ai"g ioi iitlJr.ur. wip rost 9300 mirion.
we urge you to sign on to the.attached letter to President Bush asking that cMS extend the symptom assessment demonsbationproject through 2006' This will allow cMS and tne .u-ni.i.ormunity io wort together to find a suitabre, rong-term sorution forMedicare payment for cancer care drugs and services. To sign the letter or ror riore inrormation, please coniact Lori pepper incongressman wynn's office (5-8699) i'. nret n[naJin'iongr.*run wamp,s office (5-3271).

:lf: iril;#lrfl::t(r$l;!!:fferns 
resardins oncolosv issues, please contact steven J. rucker, M.D. or Mariana s-B Lamb, M.s.

Sincerely,
stcvc^ J. Tvcner
Steven J, Tucker, M.D.
president
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Sincerely,
Ma(Lawa .S-B La f rb

Mariana S-B Lamb, M.S.
Exeotive Director
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