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	September 24, 2004


	Sept. 23rd, 2004, Congressman Charlie Norwood (R-GA) and a group of bi-partisan Members of Congress introduced the "Cancer Care Preservation Act of 2004."   The bill would allow the average sales price (ASP) system to go into effect but also ensure that Medicare payments for cancer drugs would not go below 95% of 2004 levels in 2005, and 95% of 2005 levels in 2006.  It would also address practice expenses by reducing the 32% transitional payment for practice expense to 27% in 2005 and 22% in 2006, instead of the drop to 3% in 2005 and 0% in 2006 that is currently scheduled.  This legislation is intended to provide a floor in payment for cancer chemotherapy services pending the studies Congress has required.  
Thanks to all of you who responded to the ASCO survey, which provided critical data about the real world effects of the Medicare cuts.  Many of you have been in contact with your Members of Congress and clearly your voice is being heard.  We encourage you to be in touch with your Representative to ask them to co-sponsor Norwood's legislation.  You can find your Member's contact information on http://capwiz.com/asco.  
The Cancer Care Preservation Act is one of a number of efforts by Members of Congress to stave off the cuts that are scheduled to go into effect.  We will continue to update you on additional legislative and other efforts as they occur.
Please contact the Cancer Policy & Clinical Affairs Department with any questions at 703-299-1050 or publicpolicy@asco.org.   
The Cancer Care Preservation Act of 2004.  Introduced September 23, 2004 by Charlie Norwood (R-GA).  Co-Sponsors:   Lois Capps (D-CA), Max Burns (R-GA), Dan Burton (R-IN), Barney Frank (D-MA), Martin Frost (D-TX),  Ralph Hall (R-TX),  Joseph Hoeffel (D-PA),  Major Owens (D-NY),  Max Sandlin (D-TX), Lee Terry (R-NE),  Jim Walsh (R-NY),  Dave Weldon (R-FL).



