Greetings Again:
 

I know that you have been inundated with information and requests, but I would like to, once again, mention a few items of major immediate importance to our future.  I list these in order of immediate importance.
 

1.  Please use the COA Analyzer Version 3 (see attached) to assess the impact of the Medicare reimbursement reductions on your practice.
 

2.  Go to the COA Web Site (www.communityoncology.org) and enter the data via the first Action Alert item on the center of the page - called "Provide Input on Medicare Reimbursement Changes."  This feature asks five questions and should take just one minute to complete.
 

3.  Call your members of the House and Senate and let them know the real impact upon your practice based upon this analysis.  You can also fax them the information.  Phone numbers and fax numbers can be obtained through the Legislative Action Center on the COA web site.
 

4.  Encourage as many practices in your city, state, or region to do the first three items listed above.
 

5.  Plan on attending the "Cancer Care Awareness Day" in Washington on Tuesday, September 14th.  Bring many oncologists, administrators, nurses, patients, or others with you.  Many details are forthcoming.
 

There have been a number of questions about the data.  Let me state a few matters plainly:
 

1.  We have done a national analysis based upon the largest data base of Community Oncologist financial data that exists.  Our analysis shows the following.
 

    A.  An overall 17.76% reduction in Medicare revenues to practices across the nation.
    B.  A reduction of $846.4 million in drug reimbursement (as a result of the new ASP system)
    C.  A reduction of $122.3 million in service reimbursement (the 29 percentage points)  
    D.  The total reduction is $968.7 million - nearly twice the amount estimated by CMS
 

2.  Please understand that many members of Congress are being fed information that our loss on drugs is being made up on the service side.  Even if we retain the full 32% transition on services (and we are working hard on this), we are still down $846.4 million.  The service cuts only comprise 12.63% of the total cuts.  The cuts in drugs amount to 87.37% of the total.  This is why the ASP system needs to be fixed or its implementation needs to be delayed at least a year for further review.
 

Thanks for all the effort.
 

Please stay engaged.  No one will win this for us, we must win it ourselves.
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