The following information is from Kit Lam, MD, PhD, Chief, Hem/Onc, UC 
Davis Cancer Center, an ANCO Institutional Member.

I am pleased to inform you that we have just been awarded a planning grant from NCI to establish a Public Private Partnership Program (AP4 Center) and apply for full center funding next year.  As part of the process, we need to identify 5 research projects (3 primary projects and 2 alternative projects) that can be presented at a Partners Planning Meeting scheduled for the first week of December and included in the grant application as projects that will be supported with AP4 Center funds.  Funding for Center projects will come from a pool of money provided by NCI that must be matched by corporate and non-profit AP4 Center partners willing to contribute $50,000--$100,000 to the Center each year and participate on the AP4 Center Steering Committee.

The following overview of the AP4 Center program is taken from the NCI Program Announcement:

"The purpose of the AP4 initiative is to provide support for the formation of new  partnerships or significant expansions of existing partnerships among academia, industry, non-profit institutions, and government entities. The partnerships will conduct novel cancer therapeutic, prevention, diagnostic, and imaging intervention-directed research.  The goal of the research will be to speed the translation of newly discovered cancer
interventions to clinical trials.  The planning grant will be utilized to study the feasibility of developing the pharmaceutical/non-profit/academic interaction necessary to establish and support a partnership, to hold a meeting of potential partners and select research projects for the potential AP4 Center.

The research focus of these partnerships should take advantage of the latest discovery and development technologies and include projects which focus on cancers that meet the definition of orphan disease (those that affect less than 200,000 people per year in the United States) using a multidisciplinary approach.  Biologically defined subsets of more common tumor types could also be defined as having "orphan" status. The research will occur at the AP4 Center with the advice and intellectual and financial support of industrial, academic, non-profit institute, other government partners and the NCI.  The goal of the research conducted in the AP4 center is to generate novel interventions, development of which for human clinical trials will be supported by other financial resources."

The full PA and the successful planning grant application are attached below and additional information on the program is available at the following URLs:

http://dtp.nci.nih.gov/docs/ap4/ap4-index.jsp               
Portal to information resources and list of AP4 Center Planning Grant awardees
http://dtp.nci.nih.gov/docs/ap4/AACR-AP4.ppt          
Powerpoint presentation on initiative
http://dtp.nci.nih.gov/docs/ap4/handbook/index.html   
AP4 Center Handbook

If you are interested in having a project considered for AP4 Center funding, please submit a one page abstract of your proposed project directly to me by August 20, 2004.  The project abstract should included project goals and relevance (specifically to orphan cancers) and provide a brief history of your relationship with potential corporate or 
non-profit AP4 Center partners.

If you have any questions, please feel free to call me.

Kit S. Lam M.D., Ph.D.
Professor of Medicine
Chief, Division of Hematology & Oncology
UC Davis Cancer Center
4501 X Street
Sacramento, CA 95817
Tel: (916)734-8012
Fax: (916)734-7946
kit.lam@ucdmc.ucdavis.edu
