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3-fluorouracil (5-FU, Adrucil) is a longstanding component of many multi-drug
chemotherapy regimens which are covered by Medicare, Xeloda (capecitabine) is
an orally administered analog of 5-FU, reimbursed by DMERCs (durable medical
equipment regional contractors). Over a half-dozen studies have found similar
effects of capecitabine and 5-FU in chemotherapy regimens, NHIC will cover the
Part B-reimbursed components of any chemotherapy regimens which typically
include 5-FU, whether the clinician’s judgment leads to inclusion of 5-FU or
capecitabine in the regimen,

NHIC continues to follow the policy for off-label drug uses published in the
Medicare Part B Resource (June 2002, page 18).
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